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the word Banjara, sometimes writer as 
Brinjara/ various meanings are given. -';&&&& say 
that it is another form of the word Vanjara, burners 
or inhabitants of woods: while others derive it from 
the Persion word Biranjar meaning a rice - --.carrier; 
(Shakespeare's Dictionary) while yet others say 
that the word means an ^firow. ; The true derivation 
is Perhaps from the Sanskrit word Vanija (tride), 
which is also responsible for the terms ^iii^ aad 
^ Banajiga -(meaning trader). It may with equal 
: plaxisibility be referred to Vianachara (Sanskrit, 
meaning a wanderer in the Jungle) 5 an account of 
the nomadic Character of the tribe; 

Lambani, sometimes spelt as Lambadi, is 
said to be another form of the word Lanan,:or 
Labhan, a subdivision of the main caste Banjaras 5 
the other division being Charans, who arc alone 
found in this state, and who claim a some what 
higher rank. The word Labhan is said by some to 
be the alternative form of Lavan, meaning salt, : the 
Labhans being salt-carriers. ' But this explaration' 
says professor Grierson (Linguistic survey of India) 
<c goes against several phonetic rules, and does not 
'" account for the forms of the word like Lambani or 
Lambhani*'. 



"Of the term Sukali, Various meanings, as 
men of good colour or language, or northern 
country, are suggested, but they appear to be all of 
doubtful accuracy. It is said by some that it means 
arecami ! being the corrupted form ofSuparL It 
is also referred to as the name of aLingayat. (Sukali 

Setti) whose trade of fire wood - selling was very 
prosperous, and was taken by the Banjaras when 
they came to southern India. From this, they 
became known as men of Sukali Settis trade, or 
Sukalis." 
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most fascinating tribes of our Country are the 
banjaraS ' -whose colourful dress and ormate Jewellary 
ma^k;theibGi out to be a distinct cultural group'\7 
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tfbeo> "...... .*... the tribe is a prospective 

caste which has not attempted to adopt itself to the 
sacred mould of Hinduism; the caste is a group, 
coDsiciously or not, voluntarily or not, has accepted 
atleast, in their broader definitions, the Principles 
of the traditional order the Brahmins have 
instituted 95 vti ^'S 



. *One might indeed say that tribes 
can be regarded as fully absorbed in the Hindu 
fold if Brahmin prietss perform Brahminica) 
ceremonies for them during the three critical events 
of birth, marriage and death. If the latter are still 
celebrated by tribal rituals, then the communities 
are still true to their own faith inspiteof the fact 
that, in the outer fringes of their culture they 
participate in some of the ceremonies of their 
Hindu neighbours' \p 
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O fC A tribe is a collec- 



tion of families bearing a common name* speaking 
common dialect, occupying Or professing to occupy ; 
a common territory and is not usually endpgamoms 
thoughf originally it might have been So" 



b./ / * A tribe "is a collection of faniilies, bearing 
a common name, members of which occupy the same 
territory, speak the same language and observe 
certain taboos regarding marriage, proffession or 
occupation and have developed a well assesed 
system of reciprocity and mutuality of obligation 9 ,! 
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